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25 October 1962

MEMORANDUM FOR THB DEPUTY DIRECTOR
VIA: The Executive Director

1. This memorandum is for information only.

2, Reforence my memorandum of 23 October 1962, copy attached, I had
a call today from Eugene Mathvin of READER'S DIGEST, who said that he had
called up Plerre Salinger who told him, according to Methvin, that the White
House would give every possible belp to the READER'S DIGEST in this project
and Salinger would discuss it with me,

3« The DIGEST wishes to do a blow=by~blow account of the final intelli-
gence phage that resulted in the President's establishing a quarantine around
Cuba, They visualize intelligence personnel through an airplane photograph
discovering MRBM sites, launchers, transport and othsr materiel which gives
ths first indication of the threat to the Western world from Cuba via Soviet
nucloer weapons. They would then wish to carry out the intelligence process
insofar as that which may be revealed in getting the intelligence and evelu-
ating 1t, and the DCI presenting it to ths President. This would, of courss,
include information on USIB and ite functioning in the crisis, as well as
the President's executive couneil; provided, that they can get cooperation
from CIA, the White House, Defense, and State.

be They will have John Hubell, a senior editor who is now in Washington,
doing the principal writing of the story, and Andy Jones, who is now attompt-
ing to have ths Navy permit hinm to go to the Caribbean with the fleet,

5« Their timetable would be to finish the first draft of the story by
20 November 1962 and to complete the story by 5 Decsmber so that it would go
to the printers by January and be printed in ths Fsbruary issue which goes on
the newsstands 25 January.

6. READER'S DIOEST has slways cooperatad with this Agency on meny
stories and has never violated the confidence,

7« The general impression from the DIGEST story, Methvin said, will
be favorable. They want to do & story on intelligences the airplane, its
efficlent cameras, the danger to the pilots, ths discovery of the missile
sites, ths White House conferences, the Defense Department background by
‘ McNamara at his press conference, thc Director's visits to the President,
| when, who participated, who said what, the National Security Council meeting, etc.

8. Whils the favorable story is desirable, if CIA were to assist the
DIGEST in this manner, & precedent on publicity for intelligence would be
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sstablished; it would bave a very happy immediate effect for the CIA and
ths commmnity, but it would have 3 wvery dad long-range effect in my opinion.

9. It is my opinion that we should de¢line to cooperate and thus
establish a precedant. If we do this for the DIGEST, where do we stop?

10. The ICI, informed of this request, and of calls by Jelm Finney of
the MEW YORK TIMES, Rill Rines of the WASHINGTON STAR, Bod Donovan of the
HEHALD TRIBUNE, and Ed O'Briem of the 8Y. 10UIS GLOBE~DEMOCRAT, said that
he would not ses the DIGEST writers or the ethers, but I could tell them:

a. No picturs of the building will be permitted with or without
his entering or leavimg the bulilding.

be Ns would go this far in any Agency statement: I could say
that he had gons to Seattls with Mra. MeCone to bring hoss the body of
| Paul Pigett. JFrom Seattls he wes sumoned to Washingten., Here he
diseussed the Cuban situation with other Presidential advisers, and
he called the United States Intelligenss Beard into continuous session.
With other Presidentisl advisers hs bhes kept the Presidsnt informed of
the daveleoping Cuban situwatien.

STANLEY J. GROGAN
z Assistant to the Director
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